
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
 
The goal of the East Derry Memorial Elementary School PBIS pro-
gram is to foster a school environment which promotes Respect, Re-
sponsibility, and Safety for all.  PBIS is a comprehensive, 3-tiered 
approach to a positive and consistent student discipline system. Un-
like other approaches to student discipline, PBIS encourages a posi-
tive school-wide climate by focusing on the general school population, 
students at risk, and students with intensive or chronic behavioral 
and emotional problems.  PBIS also emphasizes the need to be con-
sistent in both classroom and non-classroom situations. 
 

Typical discipline programs rely on reaction to negative behavioral and consequent punish-
ment.  The PBIS program focuses, instead, on positive intervention and training.  At ED-
MES, our program is based on four key principles: 
 
1. Prevention – Expected behaviors have been established and are taught, modeled and 
 acknowledged throughout the school.  Positive behavior is recognized and reinforced. 
2. Response – Response to unacceptable behavior is organized and consistent.  Misbehav-
iors are defined as either minor or major and are handled by the staff member or admini-
stration respectively. 
3. Commonality – The strength of the program is the implementation of common language, 
expectations, and discipline.  Every child is taught the expectations of Respectful, Respon-
sible, and Safe behaviors in all areas of our buildings and grounds. 
4. Data-driven – Discipline data is collected and analyzed.  The data provides guidance for 
understanding when and where problem behavior is more likely to occur.  Strategies to ad-
dress behaviors in these situations are developed and initiated. The data then provides 
evidence of the level of success of the initiated strategies. 
 
Our goal with the EDMES PBIS program is to continue to improve the general 
atmosphere of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety in all areas of student education and 
student/staff interaction.  The common language and expectations create not only positive 
behaviors but an increased sense of school community. 

What this translates to for our students at EDMES is doing things “The EDD Way”.  EDD 
(East Derry Diamonds - baseball diamonds) is the name of our Owl Mascot.  You will find a 
visual of EDD along with more information regarding PBIS or The EDD Way on the follow-
ing pages.

In doing things The EDD Way the students strive to score Home runs.  They score a run 
by tagging all Three bases:  Respect, Responsibility, Safety.

-> Further information on the PBIS program at EDMES is on the pages that follow.


